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Write an essay (8 –10 pages, 1½-spaced lines, 12-point Times New Roman font) on ONE of these topics:
1.  In his book How Democratic Is the American Constitution?   Robert A. Dahl assesses the American Constitution in a broad, democratic context. Discuss some of his central observations, finding counter-arguments to some of his conclusions. You may draw on other constitutional experts for support (but give specific references to whatever sources you use).

OR:

2. American society is very legalistic in its make-up. Discuss how the concept of race has been dealt with in American law, and what role the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution has played in this context.

OR:

3. In the latter half of the 20th century, both the Civil Rights Movement and the Women’s Rights Movement came to rely heavily on the court system, and the U.S. Supreme Court in particular, for support of their respective causes. In retrospect, this dependency on the legal branch seems to have been a double-edged sword. Explain how these two movements have been both served and disadvantaged by their reliance on the court system in their pursuit of greater fairness in society. 
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